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Department 
    Commandant’s
         Message
I hope every Marine had a Great 233rd Birthday and a peaceful Veterans Day.
I know that every Detachment is busy with Toys for Tots.   I’m sure that there will be a bigger need for assistance this year than others in the recent past. We should all work extra hard to insure that no child misses the joy of a visit from Santa this year.
We have three new Detachments in the Department, as of September; Dalton #1309, Carrollton #1312 and Woodstock #1311. Detachments received their Charters on the 19th, 20th and 21st of September respectively.
All Commandants need to take a close look at unpaid members. Our Department is still running too high percentage wise of unpaid members.  Put your staff to use and find out why people are waiting until they are delinquent before they pay their dues.
If you plan on attending the Southeast Conference in Gatlinburg, Tennessee make sure you make your reservation early, information can be found at SOUTHEAST DIV.MCL.  The Conference is the 5th-7th of March 2009. Also, you should be able to make your reservation for the Department of Georgia Convention, 15th-17th of May 2009, Albany, Georgia very soon.
Semper Fi, 

Michael Clark
JUNIOR VICE CMDT REPORT

Membership Report

The official report from National showing Detachment and Department membership as of 30 September is in. Here is a summary of the Department Membership:





Total
Total 





Paid
Unpaid


09/30/2007

842
104


12/31/2007

828
119


03/31/2008

841
114


06/30/2008

874
124


09/30/2008

934
121

The good news: The Department is up 10.93% over the same time last year and 11.06% over the March 31st level. But again there are some disturbing items. The 93 new members that we gained are all from our four new Detachments, which means that the 17 other Detachments, in total, again added no new members. The other disturbing item is the high number of unpaid members. Almost half of those unpaid members (55) are from three Detachments.  All Detachment Commandants and Junior Vice's are requested to contact those whose membership has lapsed and get them back into the fold. If we could recover all of them, then we would have well over 1,000 members in the Department at the end of September. 

New Detachments

In one very busy weekend, your Department Officers chartered three new Detachments. On Friday evening, 19 September, the Dalton Detachment #1309, received their Charter and had their officers installed. On Saturday morning, 20 September, the same ceremonies were performed for the Carrollton Detachment #1312, and on Sunday afternoon, 21 September, the Woodstock Detachment #1311 was officially welcomed to the Department. All of these three Detachments are filled with interesting, energetic, and gung ho members that will challenge the rest of us to keep pace and serve our fellow Marines and communities. 

We are still working on several other areas in the state and hope that two to four will have their Charter Applications submitted in time to join us at the Department Convention in Albany on 15 – 17 May 2009. 

THE GRITS BOWL

Your Department Commandant and I attended the Department of Alabama Convention in early June. They, too, are a great group of Marines, and they, too, are trying to spread the word about the League around their state. In addition to inviting them to our Convention in Albany next May, we have jointly agreed to have a challenge award for the Department with the greatest membership growth (Paid Members, percentage-wise growth, as of 03/31 National Report) for the previous year. This award, entitled “THE GRITS BOWL”, will be presented to the winning Department by the losing Department Commandant at the winner's Department Convention. Alabama is trying to double their membership. So, if you want to protect your status as a winner and keep your Department Commandant from being embarrassed, actively seek out Marines and FMF Corpsmen who are not already members of the League and bring them into the fold. 

Life Membership

Life membership fees go up on January 1, 2009.  Encourage your members to become Life Members before the end of the year. Not only will they save money by beating the deadline, but it will help the Detachment manage their delinquent members by eliminating the need to pay annual dues. The current and future rates are:

Member's Age     Current     As of 1 JAN 2009

18 – 35

$400


$500

36 – 50

$350


$400

51 – 60

$250


$300

61 & over

$125


$150

A member must be already be a member to be a Life Member. However, since there is no requirement as to how long a member must be a member before becoming a Life Member, a new member may submit his membership dues and Life Membership dues at the same time, as long as his normal membership is processed first.
Burkhardt Award

Here are the standings for the 18 Detachments eligible to compete for the Burkhardt Award. These standings reflect the changes from the March 31 to September 30 National Reports. 






Percentage

Detachment 


Growth/Loss

Upper Chattahoochee
60.00%

Glynco
14.71%

LtCol Jimmie Dyess
10.00%

Maj. L DesJardines
  9.68%

Maj Stephen Pless
  6.06%

Georgia Black Sheep
  3.45%

"Jake" Puryear
  1.61%

Gen Ray Davis MOH
  0.00%

Savannah
  0.00%

Middle Georgia
-0.94%

Schmittou
-1.02%

Greater Atlanta
-5.00%

Unicoi
-5.66%

Eiland
-6.06%

North GA Mountain
-6.06%

SgtMaj Louis Roundtree
-9.09%

Kings Bay
          -19.05% 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Holiday Mail for Heroes

From the front lines to the home front, the American Red Cross provides service members, their families and veterans with the care and assistance they need. 
The Red Cross is partnering with Pitney Bowes this holiday season for the Holiday Mail for Heroes campaign. For the second year in a row, we’re collecting holiday cards to distribute to American service members, veterans and their families in the United States and around the world. Pitney Bowes is generously donating technology, resources and postage to make this holiday card program possible. 
Our goal is to collect and distribute one million holiday cards to spread holiday cheer and facilitate thanks to these brave individuals and families. 

Please send cards to this address, following the guidelines listed below: 
Holiday Mail for Heroes
PO Box 5456
Capitol Heights, MD 20791-5456
You can also: 
   Download and print a free card. 
Learn about other ways to participate. 

Get the latest news about Holiday Mail or Heroes. 

 Watch a video from Red Cross Celebrity Cabinet    

 Members, Dr. Phil and Nancy O'Dell.
Card Guidelines

Please follow these guidelines when mailing a card to ensure that your card will quickly reach service members, veterans and their families. Every card received will first be screened for hazardous materials by Pitney Bowes and then reviewed by Red Cross volunteers working in one of 16 sorting stations around the country. 

All cards must be postmarked no later than Wednesday, December 10, 2008. Cards sent after this date will be returned to sender. 

Participants are encouraged to limit the number of cards they submit to 25 from any one person or 50 from any one class or group. If you are mailing a larger quantity, please bundle the cards and place them in large mailing envelopes. Each card does not need its own envelope or postage.  
Please ensure that all cards are signed. 

Please use generic salutations such as “Dear Service Member.” Cards addressed to specific individuals can not be delivered through this program. 

Please send cards as opposed to long letters which delay a quick review process. 

Please do not include email or home addresses on the cards, as the program is not meant to foster pen pal relationships. 

Please do not include inserts of any kind, including photos, as these items will be removed during the reviewing process. 

All cards received may be used in program publicity efforts, including appearing in broadcast, print or online mediums. 

Where to Send Phone Cards, Gift Cards and Care Packages:
Phone cards or gift cards will not be accepted with the holiday cards. Those wishing to send calling cards or gift cards/certificates should go to www.aafes.com, scroll down to "AAFES Community Connection" and click on "Help Our Troops Call Home" or "Gift Cards/Certificates for Our Troops" in order to send such items. 

No 'Care Packages' will be accepted at this address. Those wishing to send care packages should go to www.AmericaSupportsYou.com and click under "Homefront Groups" to find out how to send care packages. 

Submitted by Christian Roberts
Commandant-Greater Atlanta Det. #647
Southern Division Aide de Camp-Georgia
Past State Commandant-Dept. of Georgia
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Glynco Det. # 716
Brunswick, GA
This quarter, Detachment 716 held a pistol match for the postal pistol match.  We didn’t win, but we did pretty well for the time we had to get a team together!  We also had a group of members who policed our section of the Spur 25 for our quarterly trash pickup.  

[image: image7]
On November 1st, we held our annual Golf Tournament which was a resounding success.  We had the maximum number of teams able to play, and had a beautiful day to do it.  We were able to raise enough money to donate $2000.00 for Toys for Tots and another $2000.00 to a local children’s charity that we contribute to yearly.  The Drill Instructors we had join us from Parris Island were a hit with all the golfers and some even paid double just to be yelled at!

[image: image8]
On November 8th, we had our Marine Corps Birthday celebration at the Holiday Inn.  Our guest speaker was County Commissioner Amy Callaway. Both Mrs. Callaway and her husband are former Marines.  The ceremony was beautifully done with fine food and beautiful decorations.  The Color Guard from Glynn Academy did an outstanding job representing the future of our Corps.

[image: image9]
On November 11th, several members attended a Veterans Day Parade on St. Simons Island.  The Glynn Academy Color Guard accompanied us there as well.

We will be having a Christmas party on December 13th at the same Holiday Inn.  Anyone who might be in the area and is interested in attending is very welcome.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year . . .

 From the Marines of Detachment 716
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Jake Puryear Det. # 1020

Rome, Georgia

We meet the 2nd Sat. of the month at the Rome-Floyd County Library; 205 Riverside Parkway, Rome Georgia and our current officers are:
Commandant                    Dick Richter
Sr. Vice                             O.G. Moorehead
Jr. Vice                             Vern Miller
Judge Advocate               James Meeks
Jr. Past Commandant      Jack Ballard
Paymaster                        Hoke Kidney
Chaplain                           Gene Free
Continue next page . . .
Our Fallen Marine Unit was kept busy this quarter as we buried three of our league members, giving us a total of seven members we have lost this year.  On October 22, 2008, Marietta Near passed away. Marietta was the daughter of our “Name Sake” Jake Puryear and the wife of Marine Frank Near, who passed away this past September.
Our Fallen Marine Unit also attended four other funerals, three Marine and one United States Air Force Captain that was shot down over North Vietnam on October 27, 1967.

At our October meeting a HOT (hand operated) Trike was presented to Haley Myrick, this is the third HOT Trike that our Detachment has presented. This gift was made possible by Detachment member Royce Coker in memory of his son who passed away in December 2007.
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In October seven members of our Detachment went to Albany, Georgia to view the United States Marine Corps Drill Platoon and the Commandant’s Own Drum& Bugle Corps.

We celebrated the 233rd Marine Corps Birthday on November 8th at our monthly meeting with the traditional cake cutting and birthday message from the Commandant of the Marine Corps.  After the Marine Corps Birthday meeting a group from our detachment went to visit the Young Marines and took them some Birthday cake. With the help of The Exchange Club of Rome the Young Marines now have a home at the Coosa Valley Fairgrounds in the Village Building. The evening of Nov. 8, we celebrated the Marine Corps Ball at the Ramada Inn in Rome.
Under the leadership of James Moore and his cadre, our second class of Young Marines Platoon 208, graduated November 15th.

Our Color Guard, along with a good turnout from our detachment, was at Myrtle Hill for Veterans Day service at the Tomb of the Known Soldier.

Our detachment will be in the Christmas Parade in Rome on December 2nd and Toys for Tots will be held December 20th.  This will be the last year the I&I Staff and reservists will be with us to do Toys for Tots as the Armory is slated to close in May, 2009.

The members of Jake Puryear Marine Corps League would like to wish all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Semper Fi!   Dick Richter, Commandant 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Currahee Mountain Det. # 1303

Toccoa, GA

The Currahee Mountain Detachment 1303 of Toccoa, Georgia has been quite active. We have been totally involved with the Toys for Tots Program and to date have received more than 325 individual requests for toys. We have collected more than 185 toys and anticipate many more.
This year we will have Toys for Tots Collection boxes along the route of the Toccoa Christmas Parade and have Radio and Newspaper announcements for donations of New Unwrapped toys. Each collection box will be manned by a member of the Detachment in Uniform.
We have recruited a few new members and hope to continue to grow as we contact other former Marines in the area. 
On November 10th we celebrated the 233rd anniversary of The Marine Corps Birthday at the Quincy's Family Steakhouse here in Toccoa. There were 24 Detachment members and spouses in attendance to enjoy a Dinner and Cake Cutting Ceremony. All had a great time and enjoyed the fellowship.
Semper Fi ~ Respectfully Submitted By,
Duane Goding, Adjutant/Paymaster
duagodi@windstream.net 
PFC George Eiland Det. #1040

LaGrange, GA
Happy Holidays to All!

On 10 NOV, the PFC George Eiland Detachment #1040, held our annual Marine Corps Birthday Banquet. After issuing invitations to all Marines in the area, we enjoyed the celebration with 40 members, their wives and invited guests. The planning committee did an outstanding job and the Birthday was observed by comradeship, good food and presentation of the cake. Of course, we remembered the Marines who have gone before us over the past 233 years and those celebrating the Birthday in foreign lands.

After the celebration, we used the opportunity to kickoff the 2008 Toys-For-Tots campaign and expect to collect thousands of toys and dollars for the local children at Christmas. As a continuation of this spirit and in keeping with the values of the Marine Corps League, we will also participate in the annual Christmas parade, where we will show the MCL colors and keep our detachment in public view.

On Veterans Day, 11 NOV, the detachment took part in a memorial service at the Troup County Government Center Veterans Memorial by providing the color guard for the service. Through our representation on the local Veterans Council, we assisted in the planning for the event, added brick pavers inscribed with the names and service information of 20 veterans from our area and read the names of local veterans who have passed away during the year.

May you all have a Merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Semper Fi,   Bill Newman, Commandant
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
GREATER ATLANTA DET. #647

Big Al Meade and his lovely lady Karen Davis took a road trip in late October visiting Civil war sites around the state of Georgia including the infamous Andersonville Prison. They finished up in Albany GA. and had front row seats to view the USMC Battle Color Ceremony and the USMC silent drill team.

We have found that a great Marine Corps League recruiting tool is the local air shows. Christian Roberts is a ramp marshal at the Great Georgia Air Show and in his spare time passed out Marine Corps League Recruiting information before and after the actual air show. Next year we’re planning on having an actual booth there and hope that other detachments will come and join us in our recruiting efforts.

Members of our Detachment, Al Meade, Christian Roberts and George Lewis participated in the City of Marietta Veterans Day Parade held November 11, 2008
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Our Detachment kicked off its 2008 Toys 4 Tots annual toy collection drive. We will be collecting toys up through Dec.21, 2008 and volunteering our time to assist out at the T4T warehouse. If you have time, please come and volunteer your time. For more info go to: www.atlantatoysfortots.com

Last year Toys 4 Tots-Atlanta was able to reach out to 26 counties in the immediate Atlanta area. They were able to deliver 308,917 toys and finished as number one in the nation for children served.

The Toys 4 Tots Warehouse is located at 1280 Field Parkway NW, Marietta GA. This is just off GA41 north at Bells Ferry.

Our monthly MCL meetings are held on the first Saturday of each month at 11:00am, at the Delkwood Grill, 2769 Delk Road, Marietta GA 30067 Our meeting's last about an hour. Please join us for lunch following the meeting. All MCL members are invited to attend.

Semper Fi, Christian Roberts ~

Commandant Greater Atlanta Det. #647

Southeastern Division Aide de Camp-Georgia
Past State Commandant-Dept. of Georgia

MIDDLE GEORGIA DET. # 970
Macon, Ga
We have been very busy the last quarter starting with an 11 day stint at the Georgia National Fair in October. The Detachment had a good time and signed three new Members at the fair with 44 more to contact as soon as the seasonal rush is over.

We celebrated our 233rd Marine Corps Birthday on the 10th with some 60 members and guests. Our Color Guard and Honor Guard have been in demand with six separate appearances from the 2nd thru the 16th of November. In addition we have presented six Fallen Marine Certificates to Marine Families.

We elected a new slate of officers for the coming year that will be installed at our annual Christmas Dinner. 

The following are the newly elected officers:

Commandant;            George Gerbert
Senior Vice;               Bo Stollenwerck
Junior Vices;              Joe Barbee 

                                   Richard Bennett

                                   Conrad Butts

Judge Advocate;        David Mincey
Semper Fi!             Michael Clark, Commandant



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
The above detachments submitted a report by the deadline of 11/21/08. Hopefully, all of our detachments are well and striving to uphold our Marine Corps traditions.  - Ed

This quarters’ newsletter has been compiled and edited from input by our department and detachment officers. Questions or comments may be made to 706-234-1799 or to email address eops@comcast.net.   Semper Fi! ~ Ed Parker
[image: image17.jpg]



LtCol Jimmie Dyess Detachment # 921
Augusta, GA
Our main effort has been focused on recruiting new members.  We have had three new members join this quarter.
 

The detachment has also been heavily involved in the Toys for Tots program.  We have been working with the Riverfront Detachment (North Augusta SC) and the Augusta Marine Corps Reserves.  We have collected over $13,000 in donations in over 500 new toys.  We are on course to break the record that was set last year.
 

The detachment will also present the trophy to the winner of the JROTC Army/Navy Flag football game being held on December 6th on Ft Gordon.
 

Our detachment officers are as listed below.
 

· Commandant:  
Don Murray 
· Junior Vice:  

Ray Schneider 
· Junior Past Comm: 
Michael Shook 

· Adjutant:  

Al McKee 

· Pay Master: 
 
Karenann Amster. 

· Sgt of Arms:  
Jack Stoner 
· Chaplain:  

Rev Francisco
  

Semper Fi, Don Murray 

 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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MAY GOD BLESS AND PROTECT ALL OUR ACTIVE DUTY MARINES
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